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RECENT CASE NOTES 189 

Since the wife is under no duty to assist her husband in his business and could 
recover for a similar service to a third party she should be able to recover from 
her husband, even in the absence of an express contract. The normal intra- 
family assumption that the services were volunteered as a gift should be rejected, 
however, only when the wife has regular duties and responsibilities as an 
employee and not when she lends her aid in emergencies, no matter how fre- 
quent. For the tort liability of the husband to the wife, see (1918) 27 Yale Law 
Journal, 564, 1081 ; (1922) 32 ibid. 196. 



Jurisdiction — Suit upon Contract to Purchase Land Cognizable at 
Situs. — The plaintiff brought suit in X County to cancel his contract with the 
defendant for the purchase of land situated in Y County, on the ground of 
fraudulent misrepresentations by the defendant. A statute (N. C. Cons. Sts. 
19 19, sec. 463) provided that a suit involving the determination of a right or 
interest in real property must be brought in the county in which the land is 
situated. Held, that the action should have been brought in Y County. Vaughn 
v. Fallin (1922, N. C.) m S. E. 513. 

The common law, distinguishing between transitory and local causes of action, 
requires the latter to be brought where the cause of action arises. The basis 
of the rule is historical. Storke, The Venue of Actions of Trespass to Land 
(1921) 27 W. Va. L. Quart. 301. Although it has been universally criticized 
as being technical, illogical, and unjust, it has been followed in almost every 
jurisdiction, and courts adhere to it under the doctrine of stare decisis. See 
Marshall, J., in Livingston v. Jefferson (1811, C. C. D. Va.) 15 Fed. Cas. No. 
841 1 ; (1922) 20 Mich. L. Rev. 913. In this country it is applied not only to 
actions brought in one state concerning real property in another state but also 
to actions brought in one county concerning real estate in another county. Only 
one court has repudiated the distinction as between states (not between counties) 
and permitted a, recovery if the cause of action is in personam, regardless of whether 
title to land is involved or not. Little v. Chicago Ry. (1896) 65 Minn. 48, 67 
N. W. 846. The identical result has been reached in New York by statute. 
N. Y. C. C. P. sec. 982 (a), now Real Property Law, sec. 536; see Jacobus v. 
Colgate (1916) 217 N. Y. 235, 11 1 N. E. 837. Louisiana, not being bound by the 
common law, does not recognize the distinction. Holmes v. Barclay (1849) 4 
La. Ann. 63. It has also been abolished in a few states as between counties. 
Alberts worth, Leading Developments in Procedural Reform (1922) 7 Corn. L. 
Quart. 310. The distinction should be between proceedings in rem and proceed- 
ings in personam. See Lord Mansfield in Mostyn v. Fabrigas (1774, K. B.) 
Cowp. 161, 176; Scott, Fundamentals of Procedure in Actions at Law (1922) 31. 
In accordance with this view it has been held that a suit to set aside a deed 
and to obtain specific performance of a contract to sell land is transitory when 
the decree operates in personam and not directly upon the land. Hayes v. 
O'Brien (1894) 149 111. 403, 37 N. E. 73; cf. Massie v. Watts (1810, U. S.) 6 
Cranch, 148, 160; see Barbour, Extra-Territorial Effect of the Equitable Decree 

(1919) 17 Mich. L. Rev. 527. In the instant case no real estate record was 
involved, the relief sought being merely the cancellation of the fraudulently 
procured contract for the purchase of land. The opposite result was reached 
in a case involving similar facts and a similar statute, on the ground that the 
decree would not affect title to land. State, ex rel. Barrett, v. District Court 
(1903) 94 Minn. 370, 102 N. W. 869; cf. State, ex rel. Weld, v. District Court 

(1920) 146 Minn. 422, 178 N. W. 1004; English v. Gibbons (1914) 79 Wash. 
210, 140 Pac. 322. In view of the harshness of the rule it seems that relief 
should be refused only when the decree will directly affect title to realty outside 
the jurisdiction of the court. 

8 



